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Communication in the world we live in now has changed in the 21st century. Through

media and technology the world has become a “small village”, and people are more

connected than ever before (Spitzberg, 2000). For this reason, when we encounter

people from different places and cultural backgrounds, it is important to develop a

level of intercultural competence that enables us to appropriately communicate with

them. Multicultural literature serves as a powerful tool in enabling students to gain a

better understanding of both their own culture and the cultures of others. Through

this deeper knowledge, relationships can be strengthened, bridging the gap between

students from diverse cultural backgrounds (Hseu & Hetzel, 2000). As students of

the 21st century are global participants, it is important that they possess cultural

sensitivity.

As set out in the CDC English Language Education Key Learning Area Curriculum

Guide (Primary 1 — Secondary 6) (2017), every student should be provided with

opportunities for extending their knowledge and experience of the cultures of other

people. When students vicariously experience the feelings and emotions of others

through literature, they are encouraged to look critically at the world and gain a

greater understanding of the global community (Monobe & Son, 2014). With a wider

perspective comes a unique set of circumstances for nurturing students’ abilities to

reflect on and apply their beliefs, including identifying, clarifying and evaluating

values and attitudes in different situations, and adopt positive values and attitudes as

the guiding principles in making judgements and decisions. Through the appreciation

of quality literary works, teachers can not only guide students to develop critical

thinking skills, empathy, and self-worth, but also provide them with opportunities to

practise their language skills in meaningful contexts.

This “Seed” project aims to:

explore the links between language and culture and how these can foster students’
intercultural understanding and develop their awareness of becoming a global
citizen;

develop students’ literacy skills, positive values and intercultural competence;
enhance teachers’ capacity to integrate language arts that are rich in cultural
elements into the English language curriculum to broaden students’

understanding of the world and enrich their literacy experiences; and




* collaborate with teachers to plan and devise appropriate English learning

activities that promote critical thinking, creativity and cultural awareness with

suitable multimodal and multigenre resources and thinking routines; and

* create learning communities through the use of different online platforms to

allow students to share their knowledge, ideas and learning outcomes at their

own time and pace.

The project, which began in the 2021/22 school year, is open to new applications for

2023/24. The focus for new project schools will be on adapting and implementing

units developed in the 2022/23 school year or develop new units collaboratively

based on school needs and readiness. The current project schools will focus on

implementing existing units and developing new units. A briefing session will be

conducted via Zoom on 23 February 2023. Further information will be sent to

schools on 8 February 2023.
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